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Davra Shart has alwans besn & Bil ol &
myElery. [ & workd whers persona 2
everything amnd fame is the goal, Shart
has staed in the shadows, Speniing
A decada of ime and energy deep in
the Whistler hackeoantry, he mursuad
not {5 A pro carass fut & rida that
saaks somathing despes, HE'S a tough
gy o pin dawn, bat aftar false starts
sranning mulizple seascms, § frealky
tracked down Whistler's most ehesive
pro halfway through s wenier at the
sacand siop of the North Face Mas-
1ers diring La Ninas Pabrasary hull
e wiesa riding Crpstal Moantain's mew
5.5 millian gomdela, sharing Waskh-
ingTon's most scends 1 with Dave's
{oemar The Marth Face tesmmats, begsan
Fl=chks, on | blwebdrd day with boder
plate condiclons. Hare was an ntaresiing
story, it 1wias hera to drop fm an Short's
maality, which had tremdad from hali mns
o high prassura in A faw shott waaks
Ehort was fragh ol a held tnp o Snow-
water with photographar Ausssil Dalby,
and he'd returned hame ta the financial
pan:c af twa seized snowmobile engines
ard a bueshted tmuck But what surpeised
me most aboat his med-season siboatsan
WiaE [hat his haawly welsoied mambat
al tha Jones Snowbaards beam was com-
peting an his last lunctional baand—
& Hevrersrall wilh a hall-ssasen of rack
damapa and | compressad el adge
HEs curmant charge started n Dacein
bet's atarm ewirl after he comipleted his
Comecordls nlversity dagrae in philoso
phy and megrated back o Whestler for
his temih saasan in rasidence &8 ana af
Canada’s most promising and dasply
Toafed ireariding pras. Baf tha image and
the realiby of a pra freersding career odten
de oot align—and the ki question was if
this 29 -yoar-ald wiho gres up at the base
of Mt Seymaur worald be the next Cana-
dian 10 maks (he Jaap to the pames-brand
resagnitian al fapavean, Jeramy ar Xavwiat
Wia axited g1 (he Sueunil Haus o
& yiawr of hin. Bainear, then rallad (he
midgeline cat irack 1o the Morthway
Compatitlon vemue. TIie year's event
waE g blg deal in big mounisin bacass
Havwier Da La Fos and Hve fallow Fra
arida World Tour athlatas made tha trip
in compata, At breskiass that maming
in the Alping Inn, Da Le Fae had inwifed
Short o pida with bim in the Alps—imt
io match lines against hkim hese, Shart
wauld nead to male the caf ba the fozal
After debating the ments of molling the
icefall ar fraversing into the kdclkoar, we
head faf tha paar, narth backesintey and
encanier phatographar Tim Zim e -
man an e next boatpack Zistmarman
Ewilches arsas 10 Cagpiiie 8 partrabl
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“And then when
you are older, you
can't go out and
do Double Corks.
You start realizing
when you rag-doll,
it takes it out of
you. When you
fuck up a jump and
slam, you are out
and handicapped.”

and asks why Short dechined an invifa-
tzamn ta shaot during Whistlar Black-
camb's Daap Winser Phato Challenga

Like Sharf, the answaer is complicated
Bt pne neasca is he has twice been oa
the winmng team of the canbest with
phoicgrapher Jordan Manbey. Daring his
career, Shart las akan landed the covars
al Freguane) and Spawboend Oanads,
appeapad if e ediarial pagas of ayary
mainr spowhoard iblicalian and des-
velopad a raparaiton for slayving linss in
11l segments fhat span nearly & dacade,
Trom hie bmaskont o the 2003 Hhm famg
Show to i [(Eemargancs n Altarma's
=000 sifort Halio Wsrld, with | grass-
TOD4E AppAAranca in irF7 along the way,

Enowhoarding has bean kis g and 1o-
ous 5inca ha umed o ioT Wastbeach and
0OC in 2001 after eying his first soow-
mahibe for £1,200 and tmmersing hemseld
int Whestler's backomuntry scene. Since
then be's been constantly on the varge
al & breakthieugh, bat challsngad by a
Eiyvle that dalips pasy clagailbcation and a
mativatian akin b 4 sl surfar track-
ing swells His comimitmant is o the line
and 1ha fide, and a8 8 resall, Shart as
dewalopad & rapuatatlon as batl & bit of
a wilidicand and 4 bit of an ankmown.

And KHia Shart's ses=on and 1rajec
tory, this seEgmEens dassa't g accarding
o the predatarminsd plan [ watch bis
Tumn from tha judge's vantage, and whiba
the other favaurites play it sale fo maka
the final, Short drogs in bat, chargieg the
icefall and le=ing an edpge wpon mmpact. He
straightlines through the finish flags and
past the attrachve sideline reparter. With-
ol sfppping, ba alliss (he fapcing and
malls aul, exiting b Whistles balare tha
ESOfEE Are avan posted 15 tha day bdge

[1I'8 sidwind stdeways an 1he Ses b Sk
when [ irack down Short [or an imnierviaaw,
Whistler has stacked two meiras in sawan
daye, and Short emdte the glow of 5 ridar in
luig element &g [ 100 in afvar dark amd park
naxt ta & snow bank, He heips haul my
Jaal ACTass A tempnTary phywand bridge
ta tha Crasksida conda ha shares with
Manlay, who has besn shooting Short oy s
Tourism Whistiar tolevision commercial.

Ehart's sbed s sHll in the shop, but the
word in the condeis that he has boen
slayving stacked pillow lines qutside the
ares and Jagging GaPra [Datage in & sas-
ot Treelop Films made [amens, Shart is
signed upn with Sandbay Films (his sagsamn,
Bt shacting with that crew peEoipes
reliahle two-atroke acce==. In the mechan
lcaliy=challengad interim, bl focie hag
dhilted [o capiuring GoPro [ooisgs, poeting
Facaboak updabes and cresting his own
adits of spena Basting and pllow linas

A dacade agn, pra seccess hingad an
idaa segmenks and cowar ghats, wikh
Iaam managars placing ridars in tha right
places at the rwght times and Lterally bay-
ing them inha the big films. The old Jormm-
la of the chasen cnes s stll an efecte
strategy, but the template is now mare oo
[or wilth avenues gpen ta DTY ceeativily,
and brands sxpeciing thair pros 1o find a
miche, crea e canlent and Baild an guedi-
apEE—al 1he game as tme gell-ranaiing
the constantly moving parts of e10rm
Cycles, Jilm crewa, 1Ep Mogletlcs, trawal
biaidgrets and phatoprapher irrritas, not 1o
mention the haselas of =led ownership

It's the besiest weakend of the vear in
Whigtles, and oar shad-1855 crew waits
an haur for an upload at tha Craaksida
qondnola tha naxs morming Bhet the media
crew loaves the athar 26000 skiers an
the hill behind and {ollows Shart's mental
map inic the trees. Troetop Films Sootage
fram films =ach as Clogrow was Ehart's
ingpiraben ta explace this 2ons—hul
Sheart is the maw masier af & mass al ald
grawth, sscand growih and pressyne dil-
[eraniials. Ha legwes us al tha enlrance
with the words, “Ooa't get swcked 1edt”

Byt the bour of ne=—wrlter, rider, biogger
and phiograpbar Brian Hockensisin
Cam't s1ay o bis awealbonwtail, &8 [ catch
a tree hranch and wreck aj tha juncian,
and then unstrap mysedl o a traa weil.
Hockenmaimin was tha insfigator behind
last seasna’s Taadiip i Tailgaka Alaska
whess Short competed @ the Kiog af the
Hill cantest, et he knows from experence
that plans aften shift with this crew: Hiz
stops as [ claw awt af the unoonsalidated
s and loak o8 & &ign al Shod's 1ines.

“Oid ke g 188t ar fighe? [ agk

“[1I's Dave Shatt—yow never
kxiow” Hackanspain §eplbas.




A phoiographes, pzu hit
papditE on o day sul wilh Coree.
Migxsid | Dol hsd 8100 o 1

wkgries hacksgarany,

Do wou think this vear has been &
yoar af innovation for vou® Yeakh, I feal
ke 1Els yesar py endwboarding kas
e the most out of aoy ofher yesr
Bot o0 prarpossa, nat it Iae gons a ol
Away Irom Iraasiyle, fust gelting inio
poaee way bigpar sltastions. And noy
g mountain is just medinm mauntain
ta oiher peopda, but for me 15 hig,

I ltkg to have susiainad pichas
wiera fram tha tap you can GeR yoar
lzrem, but you kmaw where it goes. 1 foel
like I'na grown in confasing stboz-
tions, lines wwhere you have fo magp it
put baforebhand and figore yoorsalf aut
e belore yowl gel near he mpountain,
ke, spand same 1ime lbeking up and
Liguring awit what's going 1o bappen

[u=ad 1o sweal whare [ was gaing o
pat all my furns on A blgpar skaps, Hie,
whers [ Wae goineg o put aach toeside
and eal=ida. Iv's good 10 Enow Lmpor
tant furmns i a alope hes four firms,
having twa of thase mams dacided cn—
that halps somatmeas. Bal just know-
Ing wihera Yo &18 15 =0 important
Doos tha QoFTo apon Up mors possibdl-
ftyr? Well, the GoPra was cool becoese
! was=n't as dependent on other people,
like media. oo can fake it tn your hands
a bHttle mare, =a [ was oot thare avary
gingle day with £ and tEFing 10 shans my
pErgpactive wilh evervone, And riding
b mauntain, I ke baving i Decawss
Al s arkd of e e vol have a big pils
od soasf, and I ges o waich my footaga
makckly every day Does that allow you
Io takee minTe contral and 2ot TR1Y RO
meach an film craws? Wall, yesh, dati
mitedy. With that [ put out exactly what [
want, But 1 like fo raly z0 mmech, ke whan
I'm shoating bigges Hnas with Serfas
oF Dalisy, This year has baan some hig
senfs just trying fo send some bag shods
and stamp thes out b mo problem, and
a kot aof shuff management, getimg intc
5o spenes with more conseqeence and
pxpoera i 1he stahility allaws. Expasire
geares the hell st af me in gaparal—§i
esmpe: il Sy [raen & 1ot af sl Bl this
waar [1's bean pescalull. 1 love shull man-
agement and the idas of i, and having to
think paf your line and, a8 you're doing L1,
having 10 adapt quickly and raca ahesad.
A this year, I've been focusing more
o daing 1ess ferns down the mountain
and kEeping my nosa paintad down the
fall ing, aliminating these hesttant harms
and hawnng tha confidance ta mob inin a
cliff, especially if it's a Bind aono. Wheno
i#'s lazd out and you can see if—wall, why
mat? But when ifs mome camnacy, it's hand
ta fust pim it ioto stuff That bas beeo =y
Bigpgeest facis s yeai. ALl ths GaPio
foatage, the editing, the evolution af
your riding—I1= tat geing o changa
wliahe vou ait 6 the spacl mm of tha

smowboard industry ™ I'm not siea, I hope
peopla lake note [ mean, Ui hapsy 1o
Ehaps [ [ataga], biet at 1he end all e
dany, it =18 & job [r me and [ rving

10 miaka 17 moTs of & job for me witl the
madia content. [1's abwimesly Tor mrresll
100, DeCE1Es i 18 @ DLy paselon. But [ nead
10 prodice 10 iEke sOme worth Decsmss |
haven't heen winning conbasts this year
At the baginming af the yaar, T had soma
maetings and mada some decisions. 1t
was my father wha tald me ta da the daily
updates—he could see 1 didn't have as
mamny spoasors as e kad o the past. 5o
I'm trying fo get back o that pasitan
and gam a little mare suppoTt. So this was
oy weay of making 4 mark and rying ta
Lrand mrpsal! ma e making sune peopls
koaw wha I am and what 'm daing—that's
e bagd part, especially wlhean voau asen'l
genting a8 nmeth mass-meadis COvErage,

“The snowboard
world is dog-eat-
dog—everyone is
trying to get your
job. That’s the thing:
a lot of people say if
you are not pushing
the levels, get out
of the way for
someone who will. ”

S0 do you think the wark you pat in
will transiate to a sponsarship laval?
They apareciate that staff, and they taks
it in and share it on their avenmues. And in
lerms af it translatng, that weowld ba nice
becai=a at this paint, what do 1 da? Da

[ g bar my masiers now? 1 naally want
1o sisek i fueagh, and [ have apthing an
Ty find exsenl snowbaarding, but I'm
gerting to & polnt whess I almost have 0o,
Thera are bille to pay in real lile, and it's
starting tocatch agp. It wauld be good

to bAve A new track... Exacily and oy
whala camear has had paaks and valleys
Thara hava baan years whera [ have heen
an fira, and 1 can't alwava the unbalsar-
able support Ina raceiwad. Then tha inl-
lpwing year, when a company goes under
and 1 lose a sponsor ar whataver, I'd bean
my savings far a whale year, and theno it
would come back s always good peaks
campared o the valsys—IT've always had
aworking shed But I doea't aws 4 house
'sha mAde snough o b a gk Bas fof 1he

past 10 years, and it's been awesome, and
I hope 1o keep daing it Mavbs naot & =ki
B, Bt [e pads apaisgh o sustain my
hapny lileatyle with & Lt iavel budgel
an the side [or sasmbe 1rips. You abvbouaky
hawe A huge passion for spowboarding
bhut thare 15 tha whaole business slde

to bt ton, Do wow ever Bave & Bard tims
mixing thase togather? [ dont hawa a
tough tima with it whan I'm om the tap

of & mountam—I know it's Ty passan,
=0 thara iz no pemibiam thare, But wharn it
cames denwn a5, it saems a lot of peopia
want ta work far free or just wark for nath-
ing. [¥'s hasd ta ask for oo mach compean:-
sation whamn it is yaur foll-on passion, bat,
at the =ame fime, it takes a lot of resourc-
e s & castly pursail, nof only in erms
al erapey, Bal al=n in mental and spari sl
eparpy. You're beaing asked o put your-
sl &t huge risk far aal a4 hoge payaut.
I'a ot & Iwge pawomat, N [ not saking
o7 mruch. Somme of the other quiys, thay'h
gooap, amd I thay Jand something dopa,
eyl eca the Inotage and =57, “Sck, [ ot
this zick shat™ And they can put & price
and & vahsa oo that shat in tarms af sheir
carear. But whan you are shredding lines,
it's hard fo gauga, I'va bean doing mare
lan Mac-style shredding, where it's fust
pin it gut the boftoo § stll love spinneng,
and 1 s#ill spin off clzffs, et | never god
my Nines this year—no? yat, anyway. 1
haven't gomen arownd fo iL I8 there morsa
pash far line-atvie leotams aow i the
spowboard industry? Igwess.. [ ihink
0. Bul that's been the word on he stres|
fo7 years and years=—1hat Hnes ara gatiing
=0 important and gesting morne accapied.
Eut i wow 1ok on the Trerenarid wlded
webslte, Xaviars projecs 1= =il getilng
wWay |ess hils than A Welk in the Fark
Eaar Mountsin sdits, B0, 15 thare a draw T
I doo’t know, It seemis liks the inchestoy

i5 doing a goed jab, and thera ame a ot o
campanses who are supporbng it mema.
I'd like it io be that way becanse a lot of
the older guys da that stoff 'm becam-
ing ana af the older guys, and | doa't
want pa stapn spdwhsarding. A ke o get
& lirtle more supsesl for that aide of tha
industsy, ar Tl nesd 16 get a pab What
wialild it tales to resch the poasitbon of
CAnadAa's top big mourtain rider now
that Jonavan Moors 15 nat 5o much an
the scepa? ] think someoms 10 oo o
a big mountaln background becausa all
the kids who gef infe snowbaanding, they
do it from a freestyle background. Whan

I was patting into it, freestyia sasmead 1o
be more fun. And [ shll lows it It ssams
like froepniding s an plder man's sport, and
theme are many reascns far that. One is
nataral desires; when you're young, you
Tust want ta kuck yoursalf and be ndght
an the edge, Snd (hen wlean vou'ne abder,
Vil CAR'E ga ail abd do Daitble Corks. #



“Exposure scares the hell out of me

in general—it keeps me away from a
lot of stuff. But this year it's been
peaceful. | love sluff management
and the idea of it, and having to
think out your line and, as you're
doing it, having to adapt quickly

and race ahead.”

Yo sEarl pealizing whan vou rag-doll, il
takes it oot of wou. When voo Tuck up a
jump and slam, you are 0ut and kandi
capped. At the samie Hme, thers are
mors malfined tagtes whean you'Te aldear
Sama of thaose kuds, [ dan't think they
appreciate the kg mauntain for what

it 15, just becansa (s a raalm thas s
harder toantay, Becausa the ski resnTt is
tracked out and it's hard to ke a {searnd-
gr on the skt resart—althowgh, it's the
best training ground—and o pet inote
thie backrouwntry, yoo need a helicagptes,
sled ar a kot of apergy. Does it evar
voi ot that it's mot just aboul whe is
riding the best lins™ Mo, that dassn|
Biaer me aut, [ Enaw wau bave ta wark
the angles. Some paople are just nac
rally predisposed 10 have 3 Dethar Damnd
deall, and gome pasple juat do it betier
and have thoge battar ralationships with
bettar peapla, Wha's to say the world is
nat fair, natara &8 oot falr? It stays trua
to ibeedf, bug it's oot Jair. Tha snowhoand
world is dog-aat-dog—ewaryona i fry-
ing to get your job. That's the thing: a lat
of poople say if you're oot poshing the
levels, et owt of the way for someane
who will. it the same time, it's almost
an explaitive industry besausa they
knowe that and they e that, and ey
explodt the young talent apd gat them

10 weark fo7 [res. Whit's goltg vo ba dif
farant or the same for wou this coming
yaar? I'mi oot gure. I hope 10 expand out
of Whistler a hit, &8 muach as I 1owve it
and rhi= iz my home, 1 feal 1lke my ahrad
Irantiar wants bo grow, [ 551l wanf io
zag all thess diflarent meoanizing. I've
bean hera & long time, and 11 yoo stay
samawhare tao long 1t limits yoa he-
causa theme's cnly a hnite ameont af ter-
rain gven though it's gargantaan. Like
Chacolate Bowl: I've been spending a lot
af time there, and the vertical is good
Biat it's pol geeal. Thape's seill a 1ol
explore hera, like apoupd 1he pext cor-
nat cauld be the twice-as-high wapsion
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Yidii just bava pa po pore boward Pemby
at Sruamish and uge the compuler @
Tugnare ot hiowe 1o LHind acces=s and how o
find mountaing. There ars & Wt ol quys
doing sonie mare explorng and Hndsng
e 20Mes, in Squarniah and Fembarton
arpacially 1 want & piece af that—I want
to tind my little privata Idaho somewhare:

And Alaska—] hlew 15 nof poing uwp
thera this spring. Far yaars Iva baan
lelling moyself to move wp there for twa
manths starfing in March. [ just nevers
doit. What is holdimg you back? ['s tha
opportunity cost of shredding almost-as-
AWEsnimes maunlaing somewlears sbse, '
hera, grid 1 have a iefadh dene iravaling.. [
hope it dossn’l hold me back. Yau see all
e peaple srkigieate, Bat D's iy Boone,
20 Wy mlgrate whan wou are whers
Y want vo be? Thare (2 8 whale workd
ot thera. Buf [ haps to coma hack inko a
wintertime with ewpport emoegh [o get
alter it svan mora. And, bapatully, [ wang
the givers af suppart ta fasd like i1's worth
it far tham. T hope I'm providing soma-
thing far them, spmathing 1or the hig
mauntain realm. That's a good mission
right thame. ¥eah kooop the dream alive.

ACT three of thiz snomy was achedulad (o
take placs at Tatlgare Alaskxs as Dave
Shart compatad in tha King af the Hill
cantasy and impreved an his ninth placa
frish from 20100 But AF was nat ba he
Prar planning, & lata-arTiving saowpack
and a spike in airfares beft Shart unfuné-
ed by his The Horth Face trasvel budget
and thes stamy stuck in Whistler whila the
saasan delivered in Valdez and Haines.

The backip plan was g slaf-accagsed
avarpight autside Pembarion or Sous-
mish, bul thal opléan fall thraugh 1
made an unsuceesalul attempt 1o link
ap or & =led day with Sandboy, and

1hen frissad Shart during (e Wesld
ki and Spavwheard Peslival—bul 1
did =28 hls Vimeo edit Slaying spring
spines whils the city Tolk wers par
Il and puking o the village

[ fimally track him down Ior tha endes
an tha last day of April, Waather in
Craskside 158 malfing iwia spring, bt
Shart's new slad mofoT wins if, and
his EYAEE OTRT T0 MASE VA NEW TONES
Oead seasor has hit, with Whestler
closed and collecHve consciousnass
mending toward the bike park or the
zarf spasom. But starms ama sHll ufi-
ing ot the zanes, and Shert is Lilm-
ifg untkl the endless winlai snds.

Thean kis truck dies and our [ourth
Eackun plan falls (hrowgh, Shait leavas
1he logl=ncs hehind &8 ha haads ot
0 stack mora footsge Ior his Sandbo
DTl aned rerurme spent and shakoy froom
almoe? golng down in an avalanchs
Imsida tha conde kitchan, 1 watch tha
hairy GaoPro replay of tha crack and the
glide. Wa recap the saasan avar & Tazais
and a surt vidan &8 Shart redlacis om
where he'll band when he mowes aut in
a fow woeeks and what hes foture holds.

Tha next marning s pacd fiming
{or a slaow burn, sa we go far a split
ab Blackeasmb, We take it agsy al-

l&r &xting the area, Short shioflling
abaad om his Jopes splic AL the Y al
indapizion, we pal againgt Dispase
Riclpa and ln=taad clirn® to the (op of
a rockiar facs. Short had picked s
line throkgh the maze af Tocks and
Clwatess on fhe upireck, and 1 plan 1o
ol loner & 11 molis avar o ohlivicm

Eut tha cloeds steck i, and as we
wast for a claar window, Shart kespes his
calm whils [ peyeh mysei oat, When
the clouds 1, ha drops 10 and rwails his
line But my fellow lioe hits a rack hap
o a chuebe landing that's begger than my
canfidencze. [ freeze up and snake araund
linding a caulbious exit and ssraping, wilh
ab=alafsly o s1vle, thicu gk the crik. Al
e exil, Sha genses | was sspoked.

“T'va beaan in that situatian a
oTL™ Ne g, "ol fisst have [o Reep
Y Compoeire and have condt
denicea in the 1w yow ploked.”

88 gxin out fhe Blaokocomb Glaclar
and mall beck o civilization, but his
words kaap spnning in my haad long
afier [ leave, Hallway homes en the 99,
Yy 5irese abhout missad apporhaniHes
starts ta fade. Far a true backoounisy
disciple like Shert, the riding is the sasy
part—it's the rest of kis prodesssanal
reality that is taugher to mavigate. Ehet
abe layver rapneyed naem e Enlensity ol
hEs seasan, (| hits that Dave Shart Enows
his lipe—even i tha rest of ws are siEll
1Eving 1o predict whare £ might 1esd
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